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" ABREAKTHROUGH FEC FINDS A
HOME ADJACENT TO A GOLF PARK

By Frank Seninsky
President/CEQ, Amusament
Entericinmeni Manogament
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The Clubhouse Family Enfertainment
Center (42,000 sq. it.) in Statesboro,
@a., with its 24 bowling lanes and 4
private VIP laones, Ballocity, 3000 sq
ft. Zone laser tag, 4 Highway && mini-
bBowling, 3000 sq. it. of debit cond-
opetated games, lull service restaurant and snack bar,
and corporate mealing/birthday party rooms, opened
its doors on Oct. 15, 2010 fo o very excited Bulloch
County community, Owners Dann Vian Tassall and Tony
Ross, are quile happy that thair 54.2 Million project is
parforming 12% above projechions after 7 weeks.

The Clubhouse is actually the Phase 4 devaelopment
of Hackerns Goll Park that opened in 1998 and now
encompasses 30-acres thal include Twin Falls Mini Goll
and ATEC Batting Cages. "The Clubhouse was designed
io have the feel of an old minor league baseball park
with a lot of beck and wrowght iron,” said Van Tassell,
who i also a figure in the international baseball world,
recently serving as competition director for the 2008
Baijing Olympéc Gomes,

Interestingly, the Clubhouse ks completaly non-alco-

. hofic, “The decision to creale an alcohol-free FEC was
Darin Van Tassed (L) and Tory Ross have NOT an anti-olcohol decision,” soid Van Tassell. "It was
masierminded the consiruction of The Clubhouse a business decision. In order for a facility of this size
and scope to lourzh in a smaller market, we nead lols

of groups to be compatible with one another.  Sk-year-
olds, 1&-year-olds, 28-year-olds, and &0-year-olds—we




need all of them lo be comforfable with each
other. And | believe we have succeeded In doing
50."
Ross adds, “Darin and | aré in complele agree-
ment. Due to the large population of college
students in our market, we did not want The Club-
hiouse fo furn info a nightclub on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday nights so we made a business deci-
sion to appeal to a larger market, |t was a good
decision also knowing thal we are in o conserva-
tive family market.”

Birthday parties have been strong since opening
doy. and will likely be a comerstone for the focility.
“Wa have had 120 birthday parties in the last four

wizks,” said Ross.

“We should be able fo maintain that but don't see
increasing lo more than 35-40 per week because
we will also be focusing on groups. Our largest
group so far has been 100 but lock-ing and larger
groups are being scheduled.”

What are the strongest components of The
Clubhouse? “The strongest anchor is bowiing,”
s0id Ross, "and then comes the other atiractions
including the shrong gome component. Food and
beverage are curently No. 3. Both Darin and | see
a stronger polential in each category. especially
with food and beverage.”

What ara the greatest challenges? “No, 1 wos
oblaining tinancing in the midst of a recession,”
sold Ross. “No. 2 is staff frgining. We hod 5o many
people cross-ingining in different areas - laser tag,
Embed System, kilchen, Conguer Pro, pin spotters,
game repair - 8-10 different areas in which frain-
ing was going on for three days prior to opening.”

What was the blggest surprise? “Our bigges! sur-
prise was the quality and the presentation of the
food that we are serving,” s0id Ross. "Spikes Sporls




rill is a full-service restaurant. with a large and
diverse menu. We have receivad rave reviews

on the quality of the food. | atfribute that to Gary
Sussman and Loraine Plotmon of Dynamic Dining
Solutions.”

What people or organizations weare crifical

to the Project's success? "Allending Founda-
fions University was very important 1o me i fully
understanding the scope of what | was getting
info,” soid Ross. °| found Doug Wilkerson [Dynamic
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Dwesign) to be extremely consclentious and very
innovative in his design of the Facility. Frank Sen-

insky (AEM) was pretty much the iynchpin in this
project, as he brought together and kept frack of
50 many good people. Frank was like a partner
in The Ciubhousa and confinues fo be. Dorman
Spencer (Bowling Equipment) and Doug Wilkerson
also acted as if they were pariners with us. These
three desarnve the credil. They work because it is a
passion and this passion has spilled over to ofhers
in the project and our staff as well.”
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Whal do you think the fulture will look like for
The Clubhousa? "Being in the fun business is
contagious, said Vian Tossell, “There is nothing
quite like seeing smiles and having our guesis
thank us for improving the guality of lite in our
areq.”

“The future looks bright,” odded Ross. "When
fime Is right, we will add a go-kart raock. We
hove an option for an odditional 40 acres.”

For more information, visd HockersGollPark
net or TheClubhouseatHac kers. com
or call $12-871-1000

Background Tony Ross

Tony grew up Woynesboro, Ga. ond groduated from Aubum University with o degree
in Electrical Engineanng. He worked in the electrical ufility industry for the next 25
years in every phase of construction, sales, and marketing. He was the lead engl-
near for both Units 1 & 2 of the Vogtie Nuclear Power Plant, responsible for reactor
buiiding and fuel handiing buiiding (Unit 1) while oversesing several hundred electri-
cians ond management personnel. Tony's wife, Mary Alllson Ross, is a professional
boker spacializing in wedding cakes, birhday cakes, and special evenls. They have
two boys, Dylon and Dalton.

Background on Darin Van Tassell

Darin graduated from Georgia Southem University with o BA in political
sclence and ployed baseball tor the Eogles (B5-89) and eamed NCAA Academic
Al American honors as a senion. He received his PhD & MA in International Stud-
ies from the University of South Caroling, As a member of the International Baseball
Federation, Darin worked In more than 20 counfries side by side with many baseball
legends, including Joe DiMoggic, Horman Killebrew, Hank Aoron, Lou Brock, and
Duke Snider,

In 1994 Darin bacame the younges! head coach in Qlympic history as he coached
the Micaraguan Clympic Baseball Teaom to a Bronze Medal against the USA Team
at the Olympic Games in Aflanta, GA. He was the Technical Commissionar far the
2004 Clympic Games in Athens and the Competifion Director for the 2008 Ohmpic
Games in Beljing. Darin's wife, Netra, is on odjunct professor at GSU in the Depart-
rment of Family & Consumer Sclences. They have wo boys, Whitt (age 12) and Fayne

(oge 7).




History of Hackers & The Clubhouse

* Phase 1 - Hockers Goll Park was opened in 1998 by Dadn Van Tassell. For nine consecutive years, Hack-
ars wos voled as one of the 'Top 100 Golf Rongers in Amerca.” 1.6 million golf balls are hit per year.
Phase 2 - Twin Falls Mini Goll opens in 2001 (designed by Harris Miniature Golf).

Phase 3 - ATEC Batting Cages open in 2003 with nine pliching machines (baseballisotiball). 500 private
lessons/year average.

* Dec. 2006 - Tony and Mary Allison Ross begin to research building a bowling facility in Stotesboro, GA.
They called all of the bowling suppliers and Dave Cybykoski of AMF was the first o visit in Jonuary 2007,
Tony credits Dave with pointing him in the right directions that led to Tony contacting Doug Wilkerson of
Dynamic Designs and Frank Seninsky of AEM.

= Jjune 2007 - Tony hires AEM to conduct a full scope marked feasibility study.

= July 2007 - Frank Seninsky visits 23 properties with Tony in Statesboro, one being Hackers Golf Park,
which wos analyzed as a ‘sfrong competifor.’

*  Sept. 2007 - Feasibility Study was compieted by Jery Merola. Doug Wilkerson was refained to design
and theme the building according o the AEM space and component specifications. Tony continues to
look for sites to ocquire as well as financing.

*  March 2008 - Tony meets with Darin Van Tassell and forms o parfinership fo build The Clubhouse [as de-
sgned and budgeted) on land owned by Hockers aond adjocent o Hockers. Darin owned existing land
with partrars Phil & Mary Anne Michad, Thay put up the land as collateral to get the loan. A new pariner-
ship was structured (Tony bought out one of the silent partness) o include the enfire Haockers complen.
There are cumently three partners. It should be noted that the SBA guaranteed $2 Million of the financ-
ing [which was the maximum al the fime).

* Phase 4 The Clubhouse opens October 15, 2010,

A muscment
Entertainment
Management, LLC

suppliers of The Clubhouse (Alphabetically)

Alpha-Omega Sales - Gomes and relaled equip-

ment, prizes, tickels, tokens “for The End, The Bewt Comsulisns Always
Amusement Enfertainment Management (AEM) SRt T e ot oty o Lo

- Feasibility Study & Project Coordination/Develop- Feasibility Studies - Layout, Desiga and Theming
ment. Gams and Afraction Seurting, Putchasing, ard Resale Sanices

Busineus § Martatong Mo Cregfion o Facilty Lpsrading sl Revilalipatiss
+ Operating and Perdormance Ladits

Bowling Equipment - Dorman Spencer
Creative Works - Thematic design for laser tag. RN
Dynamic Design - Howard Ellman, Doug Wilkerson o i s S oy o Joy Mari ot {710y P71, wm .
{Original Floor Plan by Dynamic Design.) e . B
Dynamic Dining Solutions - Gary Sussman & Lor-

raine Flatman

EMBED - Debil Card System-PO5 System

Prime Play - Ballocity E;,E;Eﬂ n‘:?m
QubicaAMF - Regukation bowling ond Highway 66 Centers
Mini Bowling \z. =

Zone Systems - Laser Tog

comiylandusa.com




